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Expanding



ng our horizons
Our mission is quite simple: to help children reach their 
full potential. So in a year when many organizations 
downsized and struggled to keep pace, Horizons for Youth 
set our sights on opportunities for growth and worked 
tirelessly to extend our programs and services to the 
children and their families we serve. Our commitment 
never wavered, and the outcome was one of expansion and 
success. We believe that expanding our horizons is the  
best example we can set for ourselves and our students.



Since the beginning of Horizons for Youth in 1990, our programs have focused 
on students from Kindergarten through eighth grade. With a 100% high school 
graduation rate and an 80% college attendance rate, we have continually dem-
onstrated that any child can achieve their potential if given the right tools and 
the necessary support. However, even as our graduated 8th graders gained 
acceptance into top high schools throughout Chicago, we recognized that our 
students still faced significant financial, academic and personal challenges 
during those critical 4 years of high school. So we went to work and developed 
the Horizons for Youth High School Program that continued our K-8 efforts.

During the summer of 2009, we launched the program for 20 of our students 
by offering an intense 5-week summer session that developed our students’ 
writing skills while honing in on the essential elements for high school success 
such as note-taking, time management, goal-setting and group dynamics. 
After laying the foundation for our students’ success, we are able to continue 
offering the cornerstones of our programs to the high school students: scholar-
ships, one-on-one mentoring and enrichment programs. Additionally, our High 
School Program offers our students high school test preparation and readiness 
training, tutoring, writing workshops, skill building, college campus visits, 
college admissions test preparation and financial aid guidance for college.  
What a gift to allow these students an opportunity to expand their own horizons.

It’s elementary, 
my dear...high 

school needs were 
not being met.

Expanding to High School

2   Horizons for Youth Our 8th grade graduates announce their participation in our high school program.
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The foundation of our organization lies with 
scholarships to enable children to attend 
quality schools and our big sibling program 
that provides one-on-one mentoring to each 
of our student participants. 

The mentor pairs participate in organization-sponsored 
activities once each month, and they meet on their own  
at least one other time per month. But in order to allow 
each child the opportunity to achieve his or her full 
potential, we’ve recognized that offering additional pro-
grams is essential to success. These programs include: 

Tutoring Horizons for Youth offers private tutoring for students in need of extra 
help in certain subject areas. Program tutors have been selected for their experi-
ence and training, and tutoring support is tailored to the needs of each student.

Counseling On occasion it is necessary for a student 
to access the services of a trained counselor. Horizons for 
Youth works with just such counselors to insure the well 
being of our students. 

Summer Academic Program This program provides 
students with classes in reading, writing, and math-
ematics during the summer. Students work with 
specially selected teachers in small groups to improve 
their skills in order to combat summer learning loss 
and return to school better prepared academically. 
Transportation and meals are provided in order to limit 
all barriers to the students’ success.

High School Preparation and Transition Planning Apply-
ing to a quality high school in Chicago is a complicated process. Horizons for 
Youth works with the families to arrange high school visits and provide guid-
ance to insure students meet all defined application deadlines for selective 

enrollment, charter and private high schools. By develop-
ing relationships with the schools as well as the students, 
we are able to help families decide among the dozens of 
schools available to choose the best fit for their children.

College Preparation Activities In addition to insuring an 
excellent education for our students, we provide a com-
prehensive college readiness program. This program 
includes admission test preparation, guidance through-
out the application process, campus visits and advisory 
services regarding financial aid. 

Get with the 
Program. It’s key 

to our success.

Expanding our Programs



With over 100 students currently enrolled in our programs, we continually 
have the opportunity to smile at our students’ successes and delight in their 
achievements. As each new report card is delivered and school acceptance 
letter received, we congratulate our students on a job well done. Although aca-
demic proficiency is not among the criteria for acceptance to our program, 
many of our students do perform at the top of their class, while others strug-
gle with various learning disabilities. Most are average students who need a 
great deal of support to reach their academic goals. As demonstrated by the 
success of our alumni, all children can be successful if given the tools and 
support needed to reach their full potential. From small to big successes, we 
take each student’s achievement as an expansion of their potential.

First-grader, Maria, was a shy girl as she entered into elementary school. With 
the help of a Horizons for Youth tutor, she learned to read and understand math, 
allowing her nerves in class to subside and delight in the ability to declare that 
she was smart! What a perfect way for a child to begin their academic career.

Richard, an eighth-grader in our program, is a good student but felt a bit out 
of place in middle-school. Although he tried a variety of activities, including 
running track and playing drums, he began to lose focus as he struggled with 
finding his identity. With the help of his art teacher, Richard soon discovered 
a talent for drawing, and soon his confidence in all his class work began to 
soar. Once he developed a portfolio, he applied to the Chicago Academy for 
Arts High School and was accepted with a full scholarship.

With the support of family, teachers and the Horizons for Youth community, 
these two students were able to find success in new areas, which is exactly 
what Horizons for Youth aims for with each of our students.

Horizons students 
take flight  

and always make 
us proud.

Expanding our Students’ Success

6   Horizons for Youth One of our high school students speaks to her peers about her experiences.



Two examples of our shining future!

While 2009 was a difficult financial year for government, businesses, families, 
and non-profit organizations, our strategic financial planning has enabled 
Horizons for Youth to stand strong. As a result of our development efforts, many 
individuals, families and foundations have joined the Horizons for Youth 
community as financial supporters during this past year. We are incredibly 
grateful for every contribution to our organization and, as always, we pledge 
to be good stewards of the resources we have been gifted. 

Horizons for Youth was delighted to be selected as one of the charities to benefit 
from the Invest for Kids Conference in Chicago held on November 10, 2009. 
Special thanks to Co-Founders Ron Levin and Ben Kovler for securing noted 
speakers like John Rogers, Jr. and Sam Zell to share their investment strate-
gies with attendees. The inaugural event was a great success, selling out and 
raising almost $800,000 to be shared among five charities. Horizons for 
Youth will benefit greatly from this substantial impact gift which will fund 
our summer program and several other critical initiatives for multiple years. 

Along with our students and their families, we look forward to a bright future 
and many years of celebrations, expansions, and continued growth. 

Money Matters…as 
much today as it 

matters tomorrow.

Expanding our Financial Stability 
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Financial Statements, June 30, 2009
Statement of Activities and Changes in Net Assets for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2009 as 
compared to fiscal year ended June 30, 2008

Support & Revenue	 2009	 2008

Support:
Foundations/Corporations	 $200,037	 $218,885 
Individuals 	 $333,830	 $289,755 
Fundraising	 $227,807	 $273,277 
In-kind Contributions 	 $141,692	 $149,947 
	 Total Support	 $903,366	 $931,864

Revenue:
Interest and Dividend Income 	  $1,191	  $5,769 
Realized and Unrealized Gains (Losses) on Investments 	  	 ($3,173) 
	 Total Support & Revenue	 $904,557	 $932,460

Expenses
Program Services	 $727,978	 $690,952 
Scholarships	 $398,322 
Programs	 $292,630 
Management and General	 $75,471	 $42,433 
Fundraising 	 $203,262	 $203,753 
	 Total Expenses 	 $1,006,711	 $937,138

Change in Net Assets 	 ($102,154)	  ($4,678) 
Net Assets – End of Year (as restated on July 1, 2008)	 $331,206	 $433,360

Statement of Financial Position for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2009 

Assets
Cash		  $308,848	  
Pledge Receivable	 $31,426	  
Property and equipment, net of  
	 $12,543 of accumulated depreciation	 $3,800	  
	 Total Assets	 $344,074	 $467,335

Liabilities and Net Assets
Liabilities 
Accounts payable and accrued expense	 $7,734 
Accrued payroll and payroll liabilities	 $5,134 
	 Total Liabilities	 $12,868	 $29,148

Net Assets 
Unrestricted net assets	 $327,369	 $321,772 
Temporarily restricted net assets	 $3,837	 $116,415 
Permanently restricted net assets	 ––––––––	 –––––––– 
	 Total Net Assets	 $331,206	 $438,187
	 Total Liabilities and Net Assets	 $344,074	 $467,335

Notes to Financial Statements, June 30, 2009

Nature of Organization

Horizons for Youth is an Illinois not-for-profit corporation formed to provide educational and personal support 
for children from financially disadvantaged families throughout the Chicago area. Among the programs offered 
by Horizons for Youth are a financial scholarship program, a child enrichment program, a summer program, 
and a mentoring program.

Summary of Significant Accounting Policies

Basis of Accounting
The financial statements have been prepared on the accrual basis of accounting.

Basis of Presentation
Financial statement presentation follows the recommendation of the Financial Accounting Standards Board in its 
Statement of Financial Accounting Standards (SFAS) No. 117. Financial Statements of Not-for-Profit Organizations. 
Under SFAS No. 117, the Organization is required to report information regarding its financial position according  
to three classes of net assets; unrestricted net assets, which represents the expendable resources that are available 
for operations at management’s discretion; temporarily restricted net assets, which represents resources restricted 
by donors as to purpose or by passage of time; and permanently restricted net assets, which represents resources 
whose use by the organization is limited by donor imposed stipulations that neither expire by passage of time nor 
can be fulfilled or otherwise removed by actions of the organization. Temporarily restricted net assets amounted to 
$3,837 at June 30, 2009, and the Organization had no permanently restricted net assets at June 30, 2009.

Restricted and Unrestricted Revenue
Contributions received are recorded as increases in unrestricted, temporarily restricted, or permanently re-
stricted net assets, depending on the existence and/or nature of any donor restrictions. Temporarily restricted 
contributions whose restrictions are met into the same reporting period are included in unrestricted support. 
Temporarily restricted contributions from prior periods whose restrictions are met are reclassified to unre-
stricted net assets and reported in the statement of activities as temporarily restricted net assets released from 
restrictions. Horizons for Youth has not received any contributions with donor imposed restrictions that would 
result in permanently restricted net assets.

Promises to Give
Unconditional promises to give are recognized as revenues or gains in the period received and as assets, decreases 
of liabilities, or expenses depending on the form of the benefits received. Conditional promises to give are  
recognized only when the conditions on which they depend are substantially met and the promises become uncon-
ditional. Unconditional promises to give were $31,426 at June 30, 2009. All of the pledges are expected to be 
collected during the fiscal year ended June 30, 2010.

Donated Services
$141,692 of in kind contributions were included in the financial statements as income and related off-setting 
expense during the year ended June 30, 2009. These amounts consisted of tuition reductions and pro bono or 
reduced professional services rendered to Horizons for Youth. A substantial number of unpaid volunteers have 
made significant contributions of their time to develop Horizons for Youth Programs. Their contributions include 
the organization of child enrichment activities and parent program events, solicitation of financial support, 
monitoring the performance of children in the program, service as “Big Siblings” to the children, and planning 
various special events. Horizons for Youth tracked volunteer hours for organization outings, events and services 
rendered by the Board of Directors. 8,450 of total volunteer hours were tracked for the year. These services have 
not otherwise been included into the financial statements, as they do not meet the criteria established by SFAS 
NO. 116 for recording donated services. An estimated value to the organization for these donated services is 
$171,113, which is based on an hourly rate of $20.25 as established by the Independent Sector, a not-for-profit 
organization which supports other not-for-profit organizations.

Tax Status
The Organization is exempt from federal income tax under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. It quali-
fies for charitable contribution deductions under Section 170(b)(1)(iii) and has been classified as an organization that 
is not a private foundation under Section 509(a)(1). All required payroll tax filings through June 30, 2009 have been 
filed by the Organization. The Organization has filed its US Form 990 and Illinois AG 990 IL through June 30, 2008.
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President

Patrick Doyle 
Partner, Winston & Strawn

Vice President

John Gallo 
Partner, Sidley Austin LLP

Treasurer

Josh Levin 
Senior Strategy Analyst,  
Exelon Corporation

Secretary

Amy Kennedy 
Vice President, Golin Harris

Members

Jim Breen 
Partner, KPMG, LLP

Kelly Cotton 
Executive Vice President,  
Charter One Bank

Lynn Eplawy 
Managing Partner,  
Gary Jet Center, Inc.

Steve Fort 
General Manager,  
Turner Construction

Elaine Gordon 
Social Worker,  
Thresholds

Laura Shapland 
Graduate Student,  
University of Chicago  
School of Business

Tom Hurley 
Pastor, Old St. Patrick’s Church

Chuck Kuhn 
Director of Admissions and Financial 
Aid,  
De La Salle Institute

Bill Kunkel 
Partner, Skadden, Arps, Slate. Meagher 
& Flom LLP & Affiliates

Karen Peery 
Vice President,  
Information Technology,  
Exelon Corporation

Adelina Rodriguez 
Administrative Assistant –  
Parent Representative 
ABC Diamonds,

Lorraine Snyder 
Special Assistant to the President, 
Loyola University Chicago

Gordon Walker 
Vice President and General Manager, 
Knowles Electronics

Jacqueline Wells 
Sales Coordinator,  
Chicago Convention & Tourism Bureau 
– Parent Representative

Board of Directors

Leadership Council

Co-Chairs

Patrick Collins 
Partner, Perkins Coie

Moira Hathcock 
Retired Partner, Donohue Brown 
Mathewson and Smyth

Members

Kent Barnett 
Chief Executive Officer, 
KnowledgeAdvisors, Inc.

Robert Barnett, III 
Private Investor

Jennifer Cotton 
Vice President,  
Madison Capital Partners LLC

Steve Derks 
Chief Executive Officer,  
American Cancer Society

Dan Dickenson 
Managing Partner,  
Thayer Hidden Creek

Greg Dingens 
Partner, Monroe Securities, Inc.

Mike Doody 
Vice President, DCI Marketing

Roger Hughes 
Executive Director,  
Old St. Patrick’s Church

John Iberle 
Adjunct Professor,  
Loyola University

Crane Kenney 
Chairman, Chicago Cubs

Kary McIlwain 
President & CEO Chicago, Y&R

Mike Murdock 
Principal, Chestnut Builders

Linda Nolan 
Vice President & Managing Director, 
The Northern Trust Company

Colleen Philbin

Elizabeth Quilter 
Senior Counsel for Organizational 
Advancement, Innovative Resources 
Group

Dan Sachs 
Owner, Bin 36

Tracy Wheeler

Leadership Council Emeritus

Barack Obama 
President, 
United States of America

Thank you to our volunteers.
Horizons for Youth is governed by a hard-working group of individuals who volunteer their time 
to insure efficient operations, fiscal responsibility, and organizational direction. Through the 
foresight and dedication of our Board of Directors and Leadership Council, Horizons for Youth 
has secured a place in the community as a productive and innovative non-profit organization.
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KPMG LLP

William and JoAnn Kunkel

John and Kary McIlwain

Scott and Beth Mercola
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Lorraine Snyder

Thomas and Francine Snyder
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Foundation, Inc.
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Philbin
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JaCee Burnes

Clifford Capone

Mark and Betsy Carroll
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William and Susan Donnelly
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Gary Jet Center

Tom Gearen

Jill Goebel

James and Andrea Gordon

Jeffrey and Cathy Grimes
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Daniel and Sharon Helderle
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Michael and Mary Joss
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Foundation

Tim and Amy Kennedy
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Michael and Ramona Lins
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Andrew and Noelle 
McDonough

Dan and Lisa Morris

David & Katherine Nikolai

Perkins Coie LLP

Marco Renedo and Cathy 
White Renedo

Rice Foundation

Mark and Jeanne Rotert

Matt and Jennelle Ruder

Seyfarth Shaw LLP
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LLP
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Allstate Giving Campaign
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Tom and Janet Doyle
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Elaine Gordon
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Alan Henry
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Barbara Jones

Thomas and Amy Kiesler

Marc and Cindy Levin

Levin, Schreder & Carey, Ltd.

Barry and Margaret Lyerly

Cary and Becky Lyne
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Scholarship Fund

Gary and Kimberley 
McCullough

John and Elizabeth Meyer

Michael Monninger

Tim and Caitlin Mooney

Charles and Moni Murdock

Brian O’Dwyer

Park National Bank

John Philbin, Jr. and Maura 
Crisham

Zach Piper

Frederick Proesel

Rex Carton Company

Josh and Sarah Rintamaki

David and Cindy Rosenbloom

Paul and Katie Schafer

Jeffrey and Gloria Schwartz

Siemens HealthCare 
Diagnostics, Inc.

Jeffrey and Angela Smith

Tony and Christine Speiser

St. Giles Mens Society

Peter and Cindy Traczyk

Thomas and Donna Weigel

Allen and Sharon Winston

Thank you to our donors.
Horizons for Youth is able to offer quality programs to the students we serve because of the 
generosity of hundreds of donors. Listed here are the financial donors that supported our 
organization from July 1, 2008 to June 30, 2009.
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Steven Bufferd and Jennifer 
Benson

Patrick Carew and Kathleen 
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James and Anne Carey
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Margaret Chambers
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Melinda Green
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Michael Haddon
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Harrold

Joshua Hyman and Belkis 
Muldoon

IDI, Inc.

Industrial Developments 
International, Inc.

Harry and Catherine Ipema

Krista Kauper

Chris Kelleher and Susie 
Heath

John Kelliher

Bob Kent and Marian 
Sassetti-Kent

Kendall Kerekes

Dan and Joy Kleiman

Bruce and Maureen 
Kleinman

Anna and John Klimas

Michael and April Knowles

Suzanne Krohn

Chuck Kuhn

Jamie Lamers

Susan Lipschutz and Tom 
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Michael and Kenna 
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Jeanette Madock

Scott and Amy Magee

Vincent and Suzanne 
Marotta

David Marstall

Eric and Kate Mattson

Nkeiruka Mbah

John and Cary McLean

William and Mary McShan

Mike and Beth Mulhern

Adon Navarette

John Newell

optionsXpress, Inc.

Jebediah Ory

Betty O’Toole

Robert Pasin and Muriel 
Quinn

Shana Pearson

Rocco and Maribeth 
Petrosino

Patty Petrowski and Matt 
Twetten

Tim and Molly Philosophos

Charles and Susan Redden

Lawrence and Karen Roche

Mark and Patrice Roche

David and Dana Roeser

Robert and Linda Roscoe

Johanna Ryan

Jeffrey Samaras

Brett Samuels

Mary Scanlan

Rick and Maria Schmidt

William Schroeder and Mary 
Owen

Mike and Amy Scotty

Mike Segobiano and Greg 
Desmond

Mark Senn

Scott Sherwin

Mark and Sue Smiley

David Solow

Maureen Stanek

Thomas Staunton

Paul and Maraya Steadman

Robert D. Stearnes Memorial 
Foundation

Michael and Karen Streit

James and Anneke Taglia
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Edward Thill

Peter Tonino
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Cheryl Arata

Raymond Arenson

Joshua Axler

Jason Badesha

Kathryn Barnaby

Jean Barnett

Donald and Julie Barry

Brooke Benfield

Peter Bergren

Michael Bigenwald and 
Adrienne Jeske

Adam Blake

Fred Blakeslee
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Thank you to our donors.
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City Segway Tours

Christopher Clark

Victoria Cokee

Brian Cole

Joe & Dana Connell

Crown Imports

Data Graphics Printing

DCI Marketing

Erwin Delfin

The Denim Lounge

Marcia Dingman

Diversey River Bowl

Dominick’s

Sue Donnelly

Mark Dorman

Pat Doyle and Kathy 
Murdock

Ebert Photography

Rob Elgas

Adrienne and Tony Eltink

Harold Engel

Jason Eplawy

Executive Charter Services

Executive Technique

Exelon Nuclear

Lynn Farrell

Fiorintinos

The Four Seasons Hotel 
Chicago

Frances Xavier Warde School

John and Jeanne Gallo

Gary Jet Center

Gem Begolli

Neville Gerson

Glencoe Youth Services

Dr. Ari Goldstein

The Goodman Theatre

Elaine Gordon

The Gordon Family

The Greenheart Shop

Ellen Griffin

Joanna & Tom Harper

John and Clarice Harris

Hegarty & Heath

Holy Name Cathedral

Hometown Handyman

Dave Hornung

Michael Hortatsos

The Hunt Family

Informatica Corporation

Intercontinental Hotels

Johnnie Walker

Mike and Mary Joss

Tim Kennedy

Crane Kenney

Amy and Tom Kiesler

KnowledgeAdvisors

Lakeview Baseball Club

Karen Lee

Josh Levin

Marc and Cynthia Levin

Tom Li

Lia Sophia

Barry Lyerly

Jeanette Madock

Mark Mandich

The Marriott Renaissance 
Chicago

Sean Masterson

John McKernon 

Mike and Eileen Murdock

The Museum of 
Contemporary Art

Dave and Kate Nikolai

Northwest Mailing

Old Saint Patrick’s Church

Old St. Patrick’s Church 
- Connections

Old St. Patrick’s Church - 
Outreach

Options Xpress

Martini Park

Brian Parrino

Scott and Karen Peery

Pepsico

Tim and Molly Phillosophus

Rose Picchitti

Jeff and Natalie Porter

PRP Wine International

Quartino’s Ristorante

Radio Flyer

Raffi’s Restaurant

Rhomberg Furs

The Ritz Carlton Hotel

Wade Rodgers

Ronald McDonald House 
Charities

Scott Ryan

Salon Rouge

Maria Schmidt

Chris Shelton

Valencia Silva

Sir Spa

Skin Care Company

Smirnoff

Lorraine Snyder

Paul Snyder

The Sofitel

The Sound Bar

St. Ignatius College Prep

Tanqueray

Timber Ridge Lodge & 
Waterpark

Maureen Toner

Traveloni

Joe Trpik

Twin Anchors

United Health Care

Urban Oasis Spa

US Equities Realty Inc.

Volunteers of America

Mike Walsh

Chuck and Laurie Weaver

Windy City Trolly

Allen Winston

Winston & Strawn

Wirtz Beverage

World Headquarters Inc.

Caroline Yacu

Karen Kruer Young

Zanies

Thank you to our donors.
Horizons for Youth pledges to be a good steward of every donation we receive. We are able to 
operate with efficiency because of the generosity of supporters who not only give of their time 
and dollars, but also donate services, equipment, and other products. In the past year we have 
received donations of computer equipment, accounting services, household items, and so much 
more. Through the in-kind donations of the following individuals and organizations, Horizons 
for Youth is better able to support the families in our programs. 

Thank you for your kindness.
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703 W Monroe St Chicago, IL 60661 312.627.9031 info@horizons–for–youth.org www.horizons-for-youth.org

Horizons for Youth


